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Super Bowl, 
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uit seeks Fischbach ouster 


Lawsuit's aim is to force Republican lieutenant governor to give up seat in state Senate 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


A lawsuit filed Friday seeks to 
oust Lt. Gov. Michelle Fischbach 
from her state Senate seat. 

The lawsuit, filed in Ramsey 
County District Court by a Demo- 
crat from Fischbach’s Senate dis- 
trict, is the logical next stage of an 
ongoing disagreement between 
some Republicans and Democrats 
stemming from the resignation of 


U.S. Sen. Al Franken amid allega- 
tions of sexually inappropriate 
behavior. 

Fischbach became lieutenant 
governor after Tina Smith 
resigned to replace Franken. Gov. 
Mark Dayton appointed Smith. 

Fischbach became lieutenant 
governor because she was the 
president of the state Senate. 

None of that’s in dispute. 

Fischbach, a Republican from 
Paynesville who has refused to 


take the oath of 
office for lieuten- 
ant governor, 
announced she 
would hold both 
positions. 

That’s an appar- 
ent contradiction 
to a clause of the 
Minnesota Consti- 
tution that says state lawmakers 
can’t hold other state positions, 
and that’s what Friday’s lawsuit by 


Michelle 
Fischbach 


Sauk Rapids resident Destiny 
Dusosky hangs its argument on. 

Fischbach, who has described 
herself as “Acting Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor,’ and Senate Republicans 
have said the state Supreme Court 
has allowed the holding of both 
positions, and Friday’s lawsuit 
begins what will undoubtedly be a 
back-and-forth legal argument 
over that. 
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CRAIG LASSIG / SPECIAL TO THE PIONEER PRESS 
Purple lighting at Target Field illuminates rising steam on a frigid Friday night in downtown 
Minneapolis. Several landmarks in the Twin Cities will be bathed in purple this weekend leading up 
playoff game against the New Orleans Saints on Sunday. 

On Page 1B: John Shipley writes about how the Vikings can take their first step toward exorcising 


the air 
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Trump 
partially 
denies 
immigrant 
put-down 


President defends 
‘tough language as 
criticism continues 


By Jill Colvin and Alan Fram 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Friday offered a 
partial denial in public but private- 
ly defended his extraordinary 
remarks disparaging Haitians and 
African countries a day earlier. 
Trump said he was only express- 
ing what many people think but 
won’t say about immigrants from 
economically depressed countries, 
according to a person who spoke to 
the president as criticism of his 
comments ricocheted around the 
globe. 

Trump spent Thursday evening 
making a flurry of calls to friends 
and outside advisers to judge their 
reaction to the tempest, said the 
confidant, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he wasn’t 
authorized to disclose a private 
conversation. Trump wasn’t apol- 
ogetic about his inflammatory 
remarks and denied he was racist, 
instead blaming the media for dis- 
torting his meaning, the confidant 
said. 

However, critics of the president, 
including some in his own Repub- 
lican Party, spent Friday blasting 
the vulgar comments he made 
behind closed doors. In his meet- 
ing with a group of senators, he 
had questioned why the U.S. 
would accept more immigrants 
from Haiti and “sh**hole coun- 
tries” in Africa as he rejected a 
bipartisan immigration deal, 
according to one participant and 
people briefed on the remarkable 
Oval Office conversation. 

The comments revived charges 
that the president is racist and 
roiled immigration talks that were 
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Lake Elmo library ready to 
reopen under county's care 


City decided to end its management in June 


By Bob Shaw 


bshaw@pioneerpress.com 


The Lake Elmo Library is plan- 
ning a reopening celebration — 
under new management. 

The Jan. 20 event will commemo- 
rate the day when the library 
opens as a Washington County 
library, and not a Lake Elmo city 
library. 

The open house, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., will offer free refreshments 


TwinCitiesecom 


and a chance to meet library 
employees. 

The event will be a milestone in 
the library’s rocky history. 

The county operated a small 
library in Lake Elmo until 2003, 
when water from an upstairs ten- 
ant’s bathtub leaked down and 
damaged books. 

It closed, then reopened two 
years later in a vacant grocery 
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Schools: Budget timing hurts hiring 


St. Paul officials call 
for earlier release 
of budget decisions 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


St. Paul Public Schools officials 
want to start making budget deci- 
sions earlier in the year to assist 
with recruitment. 

Superintendent Joe Gothard told 
the board recently that he’s heard 
complaints that the district waits 
too long before discussing its bud- 
get. He said that hurts the district 
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when it comes to filling open posi- 
tions. 

“We want to make sure that we 
can take advantage of having that 
early process done to get the very 
best people possible in any posi- 
tion in our district,” he said. 

Human resources director Lau- 
rin Cathey said in an interview 
that St. Paul isn’t getting the vol- 
ume of good applicants it once did. 
Suburban districts are growing 
and becoming more attractive to 
applicants, he said, and a national 
teacher shortage has limited the 
options for school principals. 

If schools find out sooner how 
much money they’ll have to spend 
the following year, Cathey said, 
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principals can start hiring sooner 
and compete for top candidates. 

That should mean fewer teach- 
ers teaching a subject for which 
they aren’t licensed and fewer 
positions that never get filled. St. 
Paul has had particular trouble 
hiring special-education teachers 
in recent years. 

“Tf I have to wait till June, July, 
August, the (candidate) pool has 
been greatly reduced. It’s not nec- 
essarily always a quality thing, but 
that’s part of it,’ Cathey said. 
“We'd love to be able to hire the 
best and the brightest and do that 
the fastest.” 
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